
Texas Walleye Association Tournament Rules 
Updated: 09/01/07 

Participants 
Tournaments are open to Texas Walleye Assoc. members only. A Championship Tournament will be held. 
In order to be eligible for the Championship a team must have already fished 2 of the scheduled tournaments 
prior to the championship. However, a team may make up for missed tournaments by paying the entry fees 
(non-refundable) for missed tournaments 7 days prior to the Championship.  For example: A team that 
fished no tourneys would owe $450 including membership fees. ( 2 tourneys@$100 each, Championship at 
$200, and memberships at $50) 
Age Limit 
Participants who are 18 years or younger must be accompanied by a team member that is 21 years or older. 
The minor must have his/her parent who legal guardian sign the Harmless Agreement and Tournament 
Registration  Form. If one team member is 18 years or younger, than BOTH team members MUST attend 
the rules meeting prior to the scheduled tournament. 
Safety 
Coast Guard approved personal flotation devices must be worn when the boat is above trolling speed. 
Safety stop switch must be used. Safe boating must be observed at al times. 
Sportsmanship 
Participants are expected to set high standards in Sportsmanship, Safety, Courtesy, and Conservation. No 
alcoholic beverages or non-prescribed drugs will be allowed in the boat during any tournament. 
Permitted Fishing Areas & Off Limits 
Participants may fish anywhere on the tournament waters accessible by boat. OFF LIMIT areas and times 
will be designated by the tournament directors or will be marked on the water prior to each tournament. 
Contestants must remain in the boat at all the times except in case of dire emergency. 
Boat Inspection 
All boats will be required to go through a mandatory boat inspection at least 15 minutes prior to the start 
time of each tournament. Any boat not inspected before the start time of the tournament will forfeit their 
entry fee and will not be allowed to compete in the tournament. Exceptions for any team/boat to start late 
will be addressed at the tournament directors discretion. There will always be circumstances, which cannot 
be controlled, i.e. flat tire, etc.. 
Tackle and Equipment 
Live bait and artificial baits may be used and trolling is permitted. All fish must be caught live and on a rod 
and reel. Contestants must possess applicable state fishing licenses. CB’s, marine radios, and cellar 
telephones may only be used during dire emergencies. Contestants are not allowed to talk to other boats to 
get fishing tips or information during the tournament. 
Weigh-in & Check-in 
All participants and boats must be off plane and at the designated weigh-in site by the official check-in  time. 
If a participant’s boat is disabled, on team member may ride into the weigh-in site with his/her team’s catch 
for the day in another tournament contestant’s boat. Both parties must be to the weigh-in site by the official 
check-in time. Any team that checks-in 1to 5 minutes after the official check-in time will lose one-half  
of their bag weight for that day. Teams, who check-in more than 5 minutes after the official check-in time (1/2), 
will receive no weight for the tournament. 
Official Measuring Board & Bag Limits 
The official measure board for all tournaments will be THE JUDGE made by the Lakeborne Tackle 
Company. Any contestants may check their measure board with the official board before the tournament 
starts. For every fish that is under sized at weigh-in, that team will lose one-half (1/2) of their total bag 
weight for that day. Tournament bag limit will be five fish per team which must be 14 inches in length or 
greater, measured on THE JUDGE. State size and bag limits will take precedence over tournament rules if 
they are longer in length or less bad limit. Species that will be acceptable at weigh-in are walleye, sauger, 
and saugeyes. Culling of fish must be done on the water immediately after being caught or before the 
official check-in time. Presentation of more than 5 in the live well fish will result in immediate in 
immediate DISQUALIFICATION!  Dead fish penalty will be 2 ounces (.12 lb) per fish subtracted from 
the from the team’s total weight for that day. 



 
Catch & Release 
All fish weighed must be kept and carried in an aerated live well. Fish will be inspected in contestants’ live 
wells. Belly up fish will be counted dead.  Any fish that is mauled, mashed, frozen, stringered, or injected  
with water or other fluids consisting of foreign matter to add weight to the fish, or show white gills, soft 
flesh, or discolored eyes may result in DISQUALIFICATION at the discretion of the tournament directors 
and the elected office members. 
Ties 
In the case of a tie, positions will be resolved by combining the awards, then dividing the winnings equally 
among the tied contestants. 
Polygraph or Voice Tests 
Polygraph or voice tests may be given to any team member in the tournament at the tournament director’s 
discretion. Anyone who refuses or fails to pass a polygraph or voice test will be DISQUALIFIED 
immediately without recourse. Any protesting will be addressed and resolved at the time of the tournament. 
If polygraph or voice test is needed based on protests, then all winnings will be held until testing is 
complete. 
Weather Conditions 
Tournament officials will start the tournament during acceptable weather conditions. It is solely the 
responsibility of the contestants to be aware of changing weather conditions. If the weather changes to 
unsafe conditions, the contestants need to seek safe shelter until the weather conditions pass. 
RULES WILL BE DISCUSSED PRIOR TO ALL TOURNAMENTS 
FOR PROPER INTERPRETATION.  GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP IS 
A MUST IN ALL WE DO! 

 
 



TWA Points System 
Revised 4/23/2010 

 
  All TWA tournaments will be on a points system. All participating teams must be TWA members. 
There can be no passing or splitting of points between team members without a membership vote. The 
team captain keeps the points throughout the year. In case of sickness, death, or some disaster, the other 
team member can receive the points after a vote by the members present at an event. The Tournament 
Director should be notified 5 days prior to the Championship if the captain is unable to attend due to 
one of the reasons listed above. 
 
  The TWA will take the top 2 best one day tournament finishes and add them to both days of the 
Championship to determine the final point standings. A team can fish all tournaments plus the 
Championship, but only the best 2 finishes plus the Championship will be counted for qualification for 
national events. Thus, a team can fish in only 2 tournaments to qualify for the Championship and 
compete in the final point standings. However, the more tournaments fished gives a team a better 
chance of accumulating 2 high finishes. 
 
  Qualification and spots available for the NTC or other national events will be determined thus: 1st  
overall points winner; 2nd to second in overall points; 3rd Championship winner; 4th and on down by 
points standing. If an above spot is available and the qualifier cannot go, the spot then opens up to the 
next team in the above list through 3rd  and then to point standings until the spot is filled. If the same 
team is a points leader and also wins the Championship, the next qualifying team is determined by 
points. 
 
  In case of a tie in points, we will go back to all tournaments fished during the year and add those 
points to the totals for the the teams that are tied. If a tie still exists, the total fish weight for the year 
will be used to break the tie. 

Points Assignment 
 
                  Place                                           Points Awarded 
                     1                                                    10 
                     2                                                      9 
                     3                                                      8 
                     4                                                      7 
                     5                                                      6 
                     6                                                      5 
                     7                                                      4 
                     8                                                      3 
                     9                                                      2 
                    10                                                     1 


